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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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It was customary to train with weights so that when they were removed one would be swift. The Hebrew writer speaks of the weight of sin,  “lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,” (Heb 12:1). Paul says that only one receives the prize and we are to run so that we are the winner. He speaks of self-control, of running with certainty, fighting with purpose and pressing on to the finish; “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I buffet my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize”.  (1 Cor 9:24-27) (NIV)


     Nothing is certain until the race is finished and we must be prepared to press on toward the incorruptible prize. Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I could not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing (I do), forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before. I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 


(Phil 3:12-14)


     Are you buffeting yourself daily that you may win the prize? It is much too important to miss.


		Joe Phillips











I REALIZE THAT living a moral life is a difficult thing to do in any setting, but it seems the most difficult for those in the college environment.  This is perhaps because college students are still growing, learning, and being burdened with many new academic, social and spiritual responsibilities in a society that makes it increasingly difficult to live a good moral life.  If you want me to tell you the secret to being a strong moral individual, you’re listening to the wrong person—but I can show some lessons God has given us.


     It is most important that we all understand that living a good moral life is something we must want to do.  The greatest command says it all:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30).  It truly takes complete devotion to obey God’s commands, thus “living a moral life.”  We can’t overcome temptations and pressures unless it is our heart’s earnest desire to do so.  If we don’t worry about it, or if we just “do what we can” and are satisfied, we have failed.  It is not good enough simply to avoid getting involved in sins with alcohol, drugs or fornication.  Jesus said that it is a sin even to look at a woman to lust after her (Matthew 5:28). We must always be checking ourselves, watching every step to be sure we are free from sin.


     Obviously, in order to understand the nature of morals, we must study God’s word diligently—which can be very difficult in the college environment, but simply must be an integral part of every day.  Study and prayer are as vital to us as food is to our bodies, and when we start to lose our hold on either one, the 





We can read passages about bad company corrupting good morals ( 1 Corinthians 15:33), but it seems more specific when Paul says, “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things” (Philippians 4:8).   Our minds are a lot like computers:  you can only get out what you put in.  This is without a doubt the areas of my greatest failure.  It’s not hard to watch a show full of worldliness and sin when it is extremely entertaining.  If we spend our days feeding our minds garbage, no matter where it comes from—a television show, a movie, or even friends—it will corrupt our hearts.  Even if we don’t do anything that most people would consider really bad (like fornication, murder, and so on), if our hearts are corrupted, it is impossible to please God.


     “Applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence” (2 Peter 1:5).  Living a moral life in a college environment requires some great sacrifices and some very difficult decisions.  Our complete devotion should be to God, and we must always be willing to give up anything, anything that might corrupt our hearts.  There are many influences that we students live close to every day that would deter us from our service to God, but if we decide that we will obey God before we are tempted not to, and if we avoid foolish situations and influences, then by our studies and prayers God will pull us through to live some day with Him.








					





Living A Moral Life in a College Environment


By Truitt Hagan








rest of our lives will become a losing battle. Every traveler uses some point of reference to keep from getting lost, whether it is a map, the sun, or the stars, and we must do the same.  God’s word is our map, and we can’t help but get lost if we don’t check our position constantly and carefully.  It cannot be stressed enough that we must study and pray.  Without either one, there is really no hope to living the moral life God demands.  If we do not know that we are lost, closing our eyes will definitely not put us back on the right path.


     Once we have established study and prayer in our lives, we must further prepare ourselves for the temptations and pressures we will be confronted with.  We should do as Job did, “I have made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I gaze on a virgin?” (Job 31:1).  Before we face any challenge or temptation, we need to decide what we will do.  Students spend time studying the material for their classes in order to pass the tests when they are handed out, just as the Christian will prepare himself for a fight.  We may not always know when we will have to fight a spiritual battle, but the time to prepare is not in the midst of battle.  We must decide that we don’t want to swear, drink, smoke, use drugs, follow sensuality, or do anything else that is sinful or might lead to sin before we are put in the middle of a crowd of people who might ask us to join them.


     Of course, there are many situations that we cannot help getting caught in, although most can be avoided with a little caution.  What we must always be wary of is that situation we are putting ourselves in.  This could be the friends we spend our time with, the music we listen to, or the movies or television shows we watch.  








Winning the Crown





     On Friday night two week ago the 30th Olympiad opened in London, England with the great fanfare that only such an event can bring. The opening ceremony displayed more than 11,000 competitors from over 200 countries to compete in these games. It is estimated that more than 5 billion people will watch at least part of the games if not all and the cost of these events will approach $20 billion dollars. Begun in 1859, as a way to promote international peace the games have themselves been fraught with violence and canceled because of two world wars.  


     The Olympics are a far cry from the games that began in 776 BC as a major religious festival 


honoring Zeus the chief Greek god. Consisting only of a chariot race, footrace, discus match, boxing and wrestling, the matches promoted the strictest adherence to the physical and mental training that would allow the athlete to finish the course and win the prize. To emerge the winner and receive the crown was to bring the highest honor to one’s self and his city. The first winner was “Koroibos of Elis” and it is said that he was perceived as a god (much like today). The Games gradually declined in importance as the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome" \o "Ancient Rome" �Romans� gained power in Greece. After Emperor � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I" \o "Theodosius I" �Theodosius I� proclaimed Christianity the religion of the Empire and banned pagan rites, the Olympic Games were outlawed as a pagan festival in 393 AD. 


     I don’t know if the Apostle Paul was a sports fan or if he ever saw the games but it is interesting that he along with the Hebrew writer used their likeness to emphasize the Christian’s race to an everlasting crown.  				Cont. on Page 3











FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Melinda Hampson’s


father; Debbie Adams’ mother;   Rhetta Roy’


mother Rosie Bittle recovering from by-pass 


surgery. Heather Rogers’ brother;    


Jeff Lacquement’s father not doing well.    


Mr. Joe Jackson, Joey’s father admitted to the


Hospital and having test. Elaine Clem’s cousin 


Michelle Davis who has cancer.  Elaine Clem


 has been sick last week. Tyra Jones has also


 been out due to sickness. Chris and Rhetta Roy


Awaiting the results of his one year test after 


cancer treatment.


  Our expecting mother,  Alex Bowman.


______________________________________





Elder’s Meeting with the Men of Cong.


Aug. 19, at 3:30 PM


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Michael Burke


 Song Leader----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Lloyd Jackson 


   Asst. 2-----Chase Shaffer


   Asst. 3-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 4-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Mark Robinson 


2nd Prayer---Don Gilbert


Read Scripture---Grant Hicks 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Sam Adams


Closing Prayer---Zachary Adams 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Brad Bowman


Song Leader---Steve Tramell


2ed Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Sam Adams Jr. 


Sermon-----Rob Williams


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


Announcements—Sam Adams


Closing Prayer---Preston Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Drew Bowman


 Invitation---Joe Phillips


 Closing Prayer---Dion Clark





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














